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and food, and they know that the British defenders of India
possess both. Each tribe is proud of its fighting achievements;
all live under primitive laws where blood for blood is ethically
accepted. Tribes can go to war with each other, but the
threat to their liberty is a strong veto against intercommunal
discord. They fight valiantly tribe beside tribe when a
common enemy appears. Until these people are freed from
the torments of want can they be civilised? It is easy to be
good when the larder is full; not so easy when it is empty.
I hate to think that such brave men are doomed to the loss
of their prized independence. Tribes who can sacrifice so
ungrudgingly for the same precious thing as the British
Empire has always been associated with must gain the sympathy
of fair and reflective minds. And yet they are a menace; a
mance to India and the graces of progress which she represents.
Is there not in such a situation a mighty ethical conflict?